subsequently lost his left eye during
the Social War against the Italian
Allies, probably serving under the
Consul Pompeius Strabo, father of
Pompey the Great.

Civil War and defeat in Spain

Sertorius joined the Populares in
opposition to Sulla and the
Optimates, after Sulla marched on
Rome and drove Marius out. After
Sulla departed to fight Mithridates,
the forces of Marius and L. Cornelius
Cinna moved to retake Italy.
Sertorius commanded a legion during
the siege of Rome, and attempted to
moderate the bloodshed which
occurred after Cinna and Marius took
the city in late 87 BC.

Early Career
Quintus Sertorius was a Sabine, born
around 125 BC to a prominent family
from Nursia. His first known
military service was under Quintus
Servilius Caepio at the disastrous
battle of Arausio in 105 BC. There,
the Cimbri and Teutones destroyed
two Roman armies with losses that
exceeded those at Cannae. Sertorius
was wounded and forced to swim the
the Rhodanus river to save his life.
He next served under Gaius Marius
as a Tribune for several years,
fighting in the Battles of Aquae
Sextiae and Vercellae (see Dictator
module), learning the art of war from
that superb general.
Following those victories, he served
under the experienced Titus Didius in
Spain. While Sertorius' legion was
wintering at Castulo, the natives,
with the aid of the nearby Oretanii
tribe, fell upon them at night and
killed a great many. Sertorius rallied
his men and recaptured the town,
putting to death all men of military
age. He then had his men dressed in
native garb, and went to the Oppidum
of the Oretanii. Thinking that the

approaching men were their own,
they allowed Sertorius entry at which
point the town was sacked. Many
more were killed and the rest sold
into slavery.
Sertorius was decorated for his
actions, and gained fame. He

Marius and Cinna were both dead by
the time Sulla returned to Italy in 83
BC. Sertorius, now a Praetor, was
disgusted with the quality of his
superiors, especially L. Cornelius
Scipio Asiaticus for whom he was
legate. Sulla induced Scipio's men to
desert to him, and Sertorius decided
that Italy was lost. Partly to be rid of
his criticisms, the Marian Consuls
sent Sertorius to Spain with proconsular imperium to prevent Sulla
gaining control there. Sertorius
traveled with a single legion, taking
his post as Governor, possibly of both
provinces, which was not unheard of
at the time. Sertorius worked to
eliminate all Sullan support in Spain,
and instituted policies that endeared
him to the natives.
Sulla meanwhile crushed all opposition and had himself appointed
Dictator. He proscribed thousands of
his enemies, resulting in their deaths
and the confiscation of their property
to enrich the Sullan regime. Sertorius
quickly found himself ranked
number one on the proscription list.
In 81 BC, Sulla sent Gaius Annius
Luscus as governor to Spain with a
large army. Sertorius' forces were no
match for Luscus and he was quickly

driven back. With 3,000 men he was
forced into New Carthage, from
which he evacuated Spain.

defeated Paccianus and took control
of his troops. Bocchus (or Bogud)
became king of Mauretania.

Sertorius was now a fugitive. He
landed on one of the Balearics, took
over, and started recruiting. Luscus
pursued with superior force and
drove him off after a small naval
battle. Sertorius then tried to make a
landings in Spain, but Luscus
skillfully thwarted him again.
Sertorius then went to Mauretania
where he intervened in a dynastic
struggle. He defeated Ascalis son of
Iptha and besieged him at Tingis,
when Paccianus was sent by Sulla to
relieve the siege. Sertorius in turn

While wondering what to do next,
Sertorius was approached by
Lusitanian emissaries. The
Lusitanians were chafing under
Sulla's harsh rule, and offered to
submit themselves to Sertorius as
their leader with absolute authority.
Accordingly, Sertorius prepared to
renew the struggle with Sulla.

Return to Spain
Sertorius defeated C. Aurelius Cotta
in a naval battle at Mellaria and
landed in Southern Spain, not far

from Gibraltar. His army at this
point consisted of 2,600 Romans and
700 Moorish cavalry. He was quickly
joined by 4,000 Lusitanian infantry
and another 700 cavalry. It was from
this slender beginning in 80 BC that
he was to control most of Spain
within three years.
Cotta's legate, Lucius Fufidius, was
undoubtedly surprised by his
commander's defeat and Sertorius'
landing. He hastily gathered what
forces he could and moved to cut
Sertorius off at the Baetis River, to
prevent Sertorius from reaching
Lusitania. Despite being outnumbered, Sertorius outmaneuvered and

routed Fufidius with the loss of 2,000
men. Fufidius and Cotta retired to
lick their wounds while Sertsrius
pressed onward and reached the
lands of his allies. (See Baetis River
sidebar, below)
Sertorius immediately began organizing the tribes and teaching them to
fight as legions. Extremely warlike,
his most difficult task was instilling
discipline. Many chafed under the
restrictions, but they realized that it
would take Roman style training to
defeat Romans. At the same time,
thousands of expatriate Marians

flocked to Spain to join up with
Sertorius, swelling his forces.
During the winter, most of the native
tribes went over to Sertorius. To be
sure, many stayed loyal to Rome for
no other reason than a neighboring
rival tribe declared for Sertorius.
However, Sertorius kept most to
his side and for the most part cowed
or outright conquered the ones who
did not join him. Most (but not all)
of the cities along the coast stayed
loyal to Rome. These cities, with
their Greek, Punic, and Roman
populations, feared a nationalistic
"barbarian" Spain.
Meanwhile, Sulla appointed the
Consul Quintus Caecilius Metellus
Pius as governor of Hispania Ulterior
with a large army and a mandate to
crush Sertorius. Metellus was the son
of Metellus Numidicus (see Jugurtha
module) and had served his father in
Africa as a cadet. Metellus Pius was
an experienced general from the
Social War and the fight against
Marius. He in turn had his son (Q. C.
Metellus Scipio) on his staff. Marcus
Domitius Calvinus was sent to
Hispania Citerior to keep Sertorius
from expanding eastward.
Metellus concentrated on organization and building fortifications, while
sending his legate Lucius Thorius
Balbus to contend with Sertorius.
Sertorius sent the extremely capable
Lucius Hirtuleius with his younger
brother as legate to eastern Spain to
contain Calvinus. As Thorius pushed
his way into Lusitania, Sertorius
concentrated on harassing his
foraging parties and cutting his
supply lines. His Lusitanians, with a
long history of banditry, were born
guerrillas and they drove the opposing Romans to distraction with
ambushes and raids, fading into the
mountains to avoid pursuit. When
Thorius was worn down to his
satisfaction, Sertorius engaged him
along the Anas River with his hastily
trained Spaniards and a core of
hardened Romans. (See Anas River
sidebar, right)
In a pitched battle, Thorius was killed
and his army routed. The Romans
were harassed all the way back to

Metellus Pius' fortifications, but
Sertorius did not have the power to
conduct a serious counter-offensive.
Metellus, seeing there would be no
quick decision, continued his slow
advancement of fortified towns into
Lusitania, while conducting a
scorched earth policy to force the
Lusitanians back. Many of his
military towns still exist today, such
as Metellium (modern Medellin).
At the same time, Hirtuleius inflicted
a stunning defeat on Domitius
Calvinus at Consabura, killing the
Proconsul. He then proceeded to
take nearly the entire province away
from Sulla by the time winter ended
the campaigning season.

The High Mark

Lucius Manlius, governor of
Transalpine Gaul, crossed the
Pyrenees into Spain to assist
Metellus. Hirtuleius met and
defeated Manlius at Ilerda, then
chased him back into his own
province. These actions gained
Sertorius the support of many
powerful tribes in Northern Spain.
No longer was it a Lusitanian war.
Metellus planned to lay siege to the
Sertorian Oppidum of Langobritae (or
Langobriga), reasoning that with its
water problems, it would fall quickly.
Sertorius' spies learned of the plan,

and he sent his Moorish and Iberian
horsemen to carry two-thousand full
waterskins to the town, then carry
back the townspeople who would be
least serviceable during the siege.
Sertorius himself then moved down
to cut Metellus' supply lines.
When Metellus found the town still
holding out, and his own supplies
running low, he dispatched Marcus
Aquinas with 6,000 troops to bring in
fresh supplies. Sertorius laid an
ambush with 3,000 guerrillas hidden
in the woods attacking Aquinas from
the rear while Sertorius attacked the
vanguard. (See Langobritae sidebar,
next page)
Aquinas was outflanked almost
before he knew it. Amid bitter
fighting, his horse was killed and he
was forced to strip off his armor in
order to escape. Half of his men were
killed and nearly all the rest were
captured. The supplies never
reached Metellus, who was forced to
abandon the siege and return to his
fortified lines.

Consolidation and Regrouping
Around this time, Sulla died. The
Consul Marcus Aemilius Lepidus
staged a revolt against 'Sulla's Senate'
but it was crushed in short order.
Marcus Perperna Vento, a Praetor in
Lepidus' revolt and governor of
Sicily, decided his only chance of
survival was in Spain. He brought
20,000 infantry and 1,500 cavalry to
Spain in order to join Sertorius.
Perperna was angered when he
wasn't given a command equal to
Sertorius and relegated to legate
status, but his own men refused to
follow him unless he followed
Sertorius. Perperna's resentment of
serving under a man he considered
his social inferior was to chafe
continually.
77 BC was a year of consolidation.
Metellus Pius continued to slowly
extend fortifications into Lusitania,
while Sertorius worked on strengthening his position with the Spanish
tribes. He sent Gaius Insteius with
cavalry to raid tribes that were
enemies of his allies. By the end of
the year, the Lusitanians,
Celtiberians, and the powerful

northern tribes of the Meseta were
firmly in Sertorius' camp. Sertorius
also rebuilt the city of Osca in Roman
image and made it his capital,
installing a Senate and special schools

to Romanize the children of his tribal
allies. He strengthened his allure
with a pet albino fawn, which the
superstitious tribesmen identified
with the goddess Diana.

Rome was in turmoil after the
meteoric rise of Sertorian power, and
there was fear that he would bring
the war back to Italy, making himself
Dictator. In an extraordinary
appointment, hearkening back to
Scipio Africanus, the Senate gave
proconsular imperium to Gnaeus
Pompeius Magnus and sent him to
Spain with six legions and a thousand
cavalry. Pompey, still in his twenties,
was not even a member of the Senate.
He had, however, fought under Sulla
in the civil war and enjoyed his favor,
retaking Sicily and Africa from the
party of Marius. Thus, 29 years
before his defeat at Pharsalus,
Pompey set off to Spain via Gaul,
recruiting additional cavalry along
the way.
Sertorius traded places with
Hirtuleius, ordering the latter to the
west to cover Metellus Pius and keep
him in his province, while Sertorius
dealt with Pompey. He derided his
enemies, referring to the cautious
Metellus as the "old woman" and to
Pompey as "Sulla's student".
In 76 BC, Pompey proceeded south
along the coast from Emporiae to
loyal Dertosa and Saguntum, his goal
to besiege the Sertorian city of
Valentia. In May, he found that
Sertorius himself was besieging the
town of Lauron (or Lauro) on the
Turis river, which had declared for
Rome on hearing that Pompey was
approaching.
Pompey's local guides (who may
have been working for Sertorius)
assured him that Sertorius was
outnumbered, and could be pinned
against the walls. In a brash act,
Pompey sent heralds beneath the
walls of Lauron, exhorting the people
to come and watch while he defeated
Sertorius and relieved their siege.
Pompey's army deployed in a
crescent formation so the wings
under Lucius Afranius and Marcus
Petreius could enclose Sertorius'
smaller force. The cavalry was
probably under the Quaestor Gnaeus
Calpurnius Piso Frugi and Decimus
Laelius.
Sources are confusing about this
battle. Plutarch even claims there

was no battle, saying that once
Pompey realized he was outflanked,
he simply pitched camp in the middle
of the battlefield. This doesn't seem
plausible, especially as Pompey lost
over 10,000 men including Laelius at
Lauron, in addition to most of his
supplies. From what can be gathered,
it appears that just as the wings were
making contact, Sertorius' hidden
force of 6,000 burst from cover and :
moved forward to attack Pompey's
rear. In addition, extra cavalry
formations swept around the town
and engaged Pompey's flank. The
wings were slow to react, but
Pompey was eventually able to form
square and hold off the enemy. His
losses were horrendous, and half his
cavalry was killed, the rest unhorsed.
Sertorius' losses were also heavy, but
he continued the siege. (See Lauron
sidebar, right)
Pompey could not move from camp
and he was forced to watch helplessly
as Sertorius reduced Lauron. Disheartened, the town surrendered.
Sertorius burned the town for its
betrayal, but spared the people,
partly as he wanted the story of
Pompey's humiliation to spread.
Once he could escape from his camp
Pompey retreated back up the coast
all the way to Emporiae and ended
his campaigning year before summer

was done. Sertorius' guerrillas
harassed him all the way back,
ambushing foraging parties.
In the further province, good news
for Rome arrived with word that in
July, Metellus Pius had defeated
Lucius Hirtuleius along the Baetis
River at Italica, forcing him to retreat
back into Lusitania. Also, the
Proquaestor Gaius Memmius took
New Carthage from Sertorius.

The Climactic Year
In the following year, Metellus
started early and marched all the way
to Segovia in central Spain.
Hirtuleius shadowed and decided to
give battle when it appeared that
Metellus was outnumbered and
unsure of himself. Metellus had
concealed the strength of his six
legions by having his men double up
in camp (shades of Metaurus). He
then deployed with his center thin,
and his best men in the wings.
Hirtuleius attacked, intending to
sunder the center and take Metellus
from the rear. Metellus held the
center long enough for the augmented wings to envelop the Spanish
army, while Metellus' Numidian
cavalry circled to the rear. Hirtuleius
and his brother died on the field and
nearly his entire army was destroyed.
Metellus then took a forced march
through desolate mountain country,
hoping that Sertorius would not hear
of his coming.
In the meanwhile, Pompey once
again moved to Valentia. He was
intercepted by a Sertorian army
under Herennius and Perperna which
outnumbered him 30,000 to 20,000.
Sertorius himself was busy subduing
two tribes which had abandoned his
cause and declared for Pompey. Both
sides were deficient in cavalry, with
Pompey down to 400 troopers.
Herennius and Perperna had a
thousand Gallic (possibly Celtiberian)
horse between them. The armies
deployed on opposite banks of the
River Turis, which was very shallow
and no real obstacle. Herennius and
Perperna could not agree on the
overall command, so they ended up
fighting as separate entities. Pompey
splashed across the Turis and
slammed into Herennius' three

legions, while Perperna did little to
interfere decisively. Herennius and
12,000 of his men were killed, and
Perperna forced to withdraw when
Pompey's victorious legions turned

on him. (See Turis River sidebar,
next page)
Rather than pursue Perperna,
Pompey turned to Valentia. After a

month of mining the walls, the city
surrendered. Pompey sent the entire
population to the slave markets of
New Carthage and headed for
Sertorius himself, on the Sucro River.

His intentions may have been to cut
Sertorius off from his naval base at
Dianium.
According to Plutarch, Sertorius

fielded 150,000 men. Once again,
we're dealing with classical numbers
that bear little relation to reality.
With only 20,000 men, Pompey
would hardly engage Sertorius,
especially as he knew that Metellus
and his army were on the way.
The argument that Sertorius was
little stronger than Pompey can be
shown in that both sides were eager
to fight. Pompey didn't wish to
share the glory with Metellus, and
Sertorius wanted to defeat his
enemies in detail.
Shortly before sunset, Sertorius
deployed on the right opposite
Afranius. He contained Afranius
until he received word that the left
was giving way to Pompey. Sertorius
turned the right over to an unknown
legate, rushed over to the left and
stabilized the situation. Pompey was
wounded in the action and his horse
was killed. Pompey only escaped
when Sertorius' Moorish cavalry
stopped pursuit to loot his gold bedecked horse. Meanwhile, Afranius
rallied and forced the right wing back
into camp, then stormed and looted
it. Sertorius returned from routing
Pompey and fell on Afranius, killing
large numbers of his men. By this
:
time darkness had fallen and the
'
fighting slowly tapered off. (See Sucro
River sidebar, right)
Sertorius prepared to finish off
Pompey the next day, but Pompey
linked up with Metellus at the
conclusion of the latter's long march.
Sertorius withdrew, claiming that "If
the old woman hadn't shown up, I
would have whipped the boy all the
way back to Rome!"
Sertorius withdrew into his mountainous strongholds, recruiting fresh
men, while Metellus and Pompey
reorganized their combined army.
Here the sources become confused
and conflicting. According to
Plutarch, the next battle took place
near Saguntum along the coast. It is
now generally believed by scholars
that the town was actually Segontia
which was inland. Reinforced,
Sertorius moved to Segontia on the
Salo River and deployed for battle.
We don't know the composition of

the forces in terms of legions, but we
do know that Sertorius had approx
40,000 men, including 2,500 cavalry.
Metellus had about 28,000 men and a
thousand Numidian horse, while
Pompey was down to less than 18,000
and a 'small' squadron of cavalry.
Sertorius was opposite Pompey and
with a frontal assault he killed 6,000
of his men, losing 3,000 of his own.
At the same time, Metellus assaulted
Perperna's wing and killed 5,000 of
Perperna's men, taking an unknown
number of losses himself. In this
action Metellus himself was wounded
and the proquaestor Gaius Memmius
was killed. Sertorius turned to
Perperna's aid and savaged Metellus'
legions until once again darkness
brought a halt to combat. Metellus
and Pompey retreated to their camp.
(See Segontia sidebar, next page)
So far this year, according to Livy,
Sertorius had enjoyed an uninterrupted series of successful battles.
He had in fact inflicted greater losses
than he'd taken, but he wasn't able to
finish the war. His generals
Hirtuleius and Herennius had been
dealt bloody defeats and killed. The
next day is when Sertorius made his
grave mistake. He assaulted the
fortified camp of Metellus and
Pompey. Details of the action are
vague (try nonexistant) but the gist is

that Sertorius' men were thrown back
with horrible losses.
Why did Sertorius do this? Perhaps
he felt that with the attrition of the
summer, and a third of Pompey's
army lying dead on the field, he
could finish them off and win
complete control of Spain. Instead he
threw away the strength of his army.
Metellus and Pompey pursued
Sertorius to Clunia where Sertorius
prepared the defenses to withstand
siege. He once more harried his
enemies supply lines, and with sallies
inflicted as many losses as he took.
Low on supplies, Metellus and
Pompey broke off to head for winter
quarters.

The End Phase

Sertorius never again offered a setpiece battle. That winter both
Metellus and Pompey were heavily
reinforced, while Sertorius' recruitment dropped drastically after the
defeat at Segovia, especially among
the Lusitanians. 74 and 73 BC saw
Pompey and Metellus lay siege to
several Sertorian strongholds, and
Sertorius resorting to his guerrilla
tactics of cutting the supply lines and
attacking foraging parties. At
Pallantia, Pompey was nearly
trapped by Sertorius' inferior force
and was forced to break off and join
Metellus where he could obtain food
and supplies. Sertorius was reduced
to control of Northern Spain around
his capital of Osca, but from there he
could not be budged.
Seeing that the war was going
nowhere, Metellus Pius offered a
reward of a hundred talents of gold,
twenty-thousand acres of land, and a
pardon to any Roman that would kill
Quintus Sertorius.
Perperna, long chafing under the
command of his social inferior the
Sabine, began a conspiracy among
the legates, including Manlius and
Antonius. In 72 BC, they gave a
banquet, during which they fell on
Sertorius with daggers and swords.
With the death of Quintus Sertorius,
the Spanish tribesmen faded into the
hills, leaving Perperna in command
of the remaining Romans. Pompey

denied the reward to Perperna who
took the field against him. Pompey
lured Perperna to battle using an
isolated foraging legion as bait in a
box canyon near Osca. When
Perperna went after the legion, the
rest of Pompey's army closed in and
slaughtered the remaining rebels.
Perperna was beheaded on the spot
and final phase of the Sertorian War

came to an end.
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Special Rules for all scenarios:
1. Sertorius uses legions of blue, red,
and green color, Pompeian auxiliaries, and Iberian units from SPQR.
Sertorius' opponents use legions of
yellow, brown, maroon, purple,
orange, and gray, plus Caesarian
auxiliaries.
2. Sertorius' Numidian LC are
actually Moorish. These units may
conduct Hit and Run as per the
Jugurtha rules. Metellus' Numidians
may also use this rule.
3. Iberian MI are Spanish tribesmen
being trained as legionaries. They are
high on elan but not discipline. Treat
as Conscript Cohorts in all respects.
They retain their TQ of '7' and have
Cohort javelin capability. In essence,
treat them as an 'Iberian legion' and
assign the Alaudae Tribune to
command them. They are also
subject to Barbarian Impetuosity (see
Deluxe Alexander or the Dictator
module).
4. Iberian light infantry, lancers, and
archers use Iberian counters from
SPQR. Players without that game
may use Gaul LN with a TQ of '7'
and Numidian SK Archers with a TQ
of'4'. Iberian LI have an MA of'6'
and represent Sertorius' guerilla
forces. Numidian LI 1-8 from
Jugurtha (not the lower TQ units
from Caesar) may be used to represent them. Iberian LI are considered
skirmishers for purposes of the
Auxiliare phase (5.6) but are LI in all
other respects. These units may use
Hit and Run as if they were LC but
must start one hex from their target
to do so.

5. The Size and TQ tables do not
count skirmishers, and use the new
formula from Jugurtha for quality
determination.
6. Unless specified, units may be
assigned to SC's as desired.
7. If Sertorius is killed, the Sullan
player wins immediately.

